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International students voice concerns

Miller Richmond speaks to international students Thursday during town hall-style meeting in the Union.

ISABELLA CARUSO

igcaruso@go.olemiss.edu

Only 4 percent of the Ole Miss student body is comprised of international students. As a minority on campus,
they rarely have the chance to be heard,
but last night, the Associated Student
Body Committee for Inclusion and Cross
Cultural Engagement gave them an outlet to voice their concerns.

@thedm_news

Trump,
Cruz to
visit state
before
primary

rector of ASB Inclusion and Cross Cultural Engagement.
Miscevic said her biggest difficulty as
an international student from Serbia was
becoming more involved on campus, and
she recommended all international students participate as much as they can.
“If there is anything that any student is
interested in they should definitely seek

Republican
presidential
candidates Donald Trump
and Ted Cruz will visit Mississippi Monday, just before
the state primaries open
Tuesday.
These appearances will be
the second time both candidates have campaigned in the
state.
Trump, who won 319 delegates and seven states in the
Super Tuesday primary, will
hold a rally at 7 p.m. at Madison Central High School.
Doors will open at 4 p.m.
Trump was last in Mississippi Jan. 2 when he visited
Biloxi for a rally.
According to the Clarion
Ledger, Cruz will speak at
Jones County Junior College
on Monday at noon, the alma
mater of Cruz’s campaign
manager Sen. Chris McDaniel.
Cruz’s last visit to the state
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The committee designed the meeting to
give international community members
the chance to voice their concerns about
issues on campus. Some of the primary
problems facing international students
are transportation to and from campus
and finding a community that connects
them to domestic residents.
Masa Miscevic and Hanh Ngyuen, both
members of the ASB committee, co-led
the event with Miller Richmond, the di-
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Delays in Croft construction hinder learning environment
KELSEY SIMS

kesims1@go.olemiss.edu

From the creation of
the Pavilion to the new
addition to the Union,
the University is constantly making improvements to campus. When
construction does not go
as planned, however, it
can create problems.
The construction on
the Croft Institute for
International Studies began last summer following graduation in May.
Despite the deadline
for the building, which
indicated work would
have been completed last

October, March has
come with no end to
the construction.
Kees Gispen, executive director of the
Croft Institute, has seen
the building’s construction process unfold.
“Once a contractor gets
going on the work involving a historic building
such as Croft, he almost
always finds things that
were unexpected and are
more complicated than
originally thought,” Gispen said.
Gispen said the damage to one of Croft’s
walls was so severe that
the wall had to be taken
down and completely re-

built. This factor alone
caused many changes
to the original plan for
the building, including
the hiring of a new contractor and the purchase
of new materials. With
these unexpected delays,
the price for the project
severely increased along
with the timeline for its
completion.
According to students
and employees of Croft,
this construction has
hindered teachers’ and
students’ abilities to concentrate on their work
since the fall semester.
Amy Fang-Yen Hsieh,

SEE CONSTRUCTION PAGE 4
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Construction progress on the Croft building next to the grove.
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Creationism belongs in a classroom the same way discussions
of unicorns do: it’s sort of a cool
idea, if it’s true I hope magic was
involved, but, ultimately, it has no
merit for study in a valid scientific
way.
In a personal worldview, creationism and evolution can coexist peacefully. While the idea of
creationism is little more than a
fairytale to me, someone’s personal beliefs rarely affect my life. Allowing creationism into the classroom, however, creates a gateway
to indoctrination. Mississippi is
already rife with separation of
church and state violations, and
this is just another way for the
far-right members of our society to take our children’s minds
and make choices for them. I am
terrified by the idea of more generations of youth being force-fed
anti-science garbage.
It’s possible to argue that a generic version of creationism could
be taught, but that’s nothing more
than a pretty hypothetical. In Mississippi, creationism will almost
exclusively be taught as the Biblical version — regardless of the fact
that Bible itself has two different –
and fairly incompatible – versions
of how the earth was formed. To
many, evolution and creationism
is an either/or opinion. While I’d
like to believe that many students
would see creationism and evolution and decide that both can be
valid, by and large, students are
more likely to believe what they’ve
already been taught in churches.
THE DAILY

MISSISSIPPIAN
S. Gale Denley Student
Media Center
201 Bishop Hall,
P.O. Box 1848
University, MS
38677-1848
Main Number:
662.915.5503
Business Hours:
Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Teaching creationism
in the classroom gives it
an air of authority. It displays a flawed idea in the
same area as subjects with actual scientific basis. There is
no theory of creationism — there are personal
beliefs with no scientific basis.
There is no demonstrable proof
of creationism. Calling it a theory
is just factually incorrect. A look
at human biology shows how unintelligent our design is, with our
wisdom teeth, appendixes and
fits of violent coughing if we
swallow a drop of saliva incorrectly. Teaching creationism as an alternative to evolution is the equivalent of teaching
grammatically incorrect vernacular in English classes: a lot of people use it in everyday life, but it’s
academically inaccurate.
When it comes to science,
different hypotheses should be
taught if there is a not a definitive theory. If someone
accurately uses science
to debunk someone’s
faith, it isn’t the fault
of the scientist that
the religion has such
an unreliable foundation. There have been
scientific
hypotheses
used to harm large groups
of people, but these were hypotheses — not theories.
Theories must follow the
scientific method and be
provable time and time
again. Hypotheses do not
accidentally become theories, regardless of public
opinion and misunderstandings regarding scientific terms.
I say, let bygones be bygones. Evolution stays in the
classrooms and creationism stays
in Sunday school. If that’s impossible, I vote we teach the Islamic creation story as a delightful,
much-needed slap in the face to
our legislators.
Holly Baer is a senior religious
studies major from Flowood.

The Daily Mississippian
is published Monday
through Friday during
the academic year, on
days when classes are
scheduled.
Contents do not
represent the
official opinions of
The University of
Mississippi or The Daily
Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
ISSN 1077-8667

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.
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Creationism and evolution can coexist peacefully

DALTON CAPPS

RDCapps@go.olemiss.edu

Science and religion have
been at odds since before
science was formally science. Since the 1920s, fundamentalist Christians have
brought lawsuits against
promoting the idea of evolution.
Today, evolution is
taught across the
country, but there
are still vestiges of
creationism taught
in the South. There
are even Christian
scientists that use the
scientific method to defend their position.
The issue here is whether
or not creationism should be
taught in school and if the two
can exist together.
The simple answer is yes.
In this age of tolerance and
progressive thought, why
can’t the two coexist?
Can we not accept both
without erupting in conflict?
As a former fundamentalist
Christian and still a person of
faith, I see no problem with
teaching creationism.
The issue is that it must be

Senior
HonorS THeSiS
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taught from a scientific perspective in schools.
If students can learn to examine the evidence of both
theories, then they have the
ability to formulate their own
opinions.
I have no problem with
faith in schools, so long as it
is done in the correct manner.
This is not an anti-science
argument, which is the point
of fault with most people who
propose creationist theories.
Yet the same “anti” mentality
can be applied to those who
oppose the theory of creationism.
Science can be just as oppressive as religion because
of the power it holds. Look
up eugenics or scientific racism to explore this oppression
idea.
By simply invoking the term
scientific theory, an idea, no
matter how faulty it may be,
is given an air of superiority
over everything else.
I’m not saying that evolution is wrong by any means,
or that it is oppressive, but
the implications of teaching
a singular way of thinking in
schools is problematic.
If the scientific research is
sound, then that scientific
theory should be taught, even
if it is not as accepted.
I should explain my own interpretation of creationism.
Creationism only predicates
a divine hand involved in creation. Evolution can fit within
the idea of creationism.
I realize that it is somewhat
of a “catch-all”, but who is to
say that God does not create
animals through evolution?
I realize this is not really
part of true creationism, but
scientific theories change all
the time with new evidence.

Dalton Capps is a senior
history major from Coldwater.

DO YOU THINK CREATIONISM SHOULD
BE TAUGHT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

YES
NO

TAKE THE ONLINE
POLL AT
THEDMONLINE.COM.
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If creationism could modify its tenets ever-so-slightly,
then evolutionism could become creationism’s central
tenant.
Let’s take this a step further.
If we disregard the science
of creationism and take it
from a religious perspective
alone, we run into a separate
set of issues.
Creationism is problematic
in schools because it is based
on religious belief and therefore breaches separation of
church and state.
That being said, teaching
different religious origin stories, whether creationism or
not, should be the prerogative of education institutions.
Schools should teach about all
religions— including origin
stories— which may have creationism-like doctrines.
That being said, they should
be taught from a historical
and cultural perspective, not
a scientific one.

662.236.2232

OxfordUrgentClinic.com

36406
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Commission preserves Oxford’s historic buildings
SLADE RAND

ksrand@go.olemiss.edu

Hundreds of years of history
are stored in the walls of Oxford’s oldest buildings; the local
Historic Properties Commission
is tasked with protecting all of it.
Oxford’s Historic Properties
Commission was formed in
October 2013 with the goal of
repairing, marketing and monitoring Oxford’s historic properties. For the last year, the commission has overseen the Lamar
House, Cedar Oaks mansion and
Skipwith Cottage. Properties under the commission are owned
by the city, so all repairs come
from city funds and any generated revenue is returned to the
city.
Nancy Dupont, a professor
with the Meek School of Journalism, has worked with Cedar
Oaks mansion since her arrival in Oxford 10 years ago. She
joined the Historic Properties
Commission in August when Cedar Oaks became a certified historic property.
“If you want to understand
Oxford’s history, you need these
sites,” Dupont said.
Dupont is now a part of the
long list of Oxford women who
have left their mark on Cedar

GRAPHIC BY: CLARA TURNAGE

Photos courtesy Burns-Belfry and Cedar Oaks mansions websites.
Oaks. She said women have
“The preservation of historic
saved the house several times, sites should be everyone’s priand even refers to the mansion ority,” Dupont said. “Once these
as “the house that will not die.” sites are gone, they can’t come
When Union troops set fire to back.”
Oxford in 1864, the women of
Dupont said every property
Cedar Oaks wet blankets and under the commission needs
filled buckets to save their house. work. Cedar Oaks is in need of a

Students sponsor walk to raise
kidney disease awareness
ANNABELLE KNEF

agknef@go.olemiss.edu

The University Student Dietetics Association is hosting
the first Roberta J. Ivy Kidney
Walk on Saturday to honor its
namesake, who died as a result of kidney disease.
The walk will begin at 9 a.m.
at Oxford Middle School on
Bramlett Boulevard and continue onto North Lamar before eventually leading back
to the school.
All of the proceeds from the
walk will go directly toward
funding for the Oxford Dialysis Unit.
Robert Ivy, a former University custodian, said he
feels passionate about raising
awareness for the disease in
Oxford.
Ivy said before the Oxford
facility was available, his
mother Roberta Ivy, who was
on dialysis for 35 years, would
have to travel approximately
150 miles to Jackson for treatment.
Roberta was not the only
one in the family to be affected by the disease. Robert Ivy
and his sister also have been
diagnosed with kidney disease
and received kidney transplants.
“I’m doing it in her memo-

COURTESY: ROBERTA J IVY KIDNEY WALK FACEBOOK

Roberta J. Ivy, the namesake of the first annual Kidney Walk, poses in front of a dialysis
unit in Oxford. Ivy died due to her disease.
ry, but I also want to promote
awareness about kidney disease,” Ivy said.
The association faculty advisor Emmy Parkes said she
was pleased Ivy reached out to
the organization for help.
“Mr. Ivy is very special to
us and we wanted to help him
in whatever way we could,”
Parkes said.

Parkes said, while it is important that older people are
being screened for the disease,
it is also essential for students
to know if kidney disease runs
in their family. She said students have the ability to be an
advocate for their older relatives by choosing to receive a
health screening.

new, Americans with Disabilities
Act-approved ramp, extended
driveway and attic repairs, along
with the daily work needed to
keep a historic house standing.
The commission views this
caretaking as a responsibility,
but, sadly, they are not able to

CONSTRUCTION

continued from page 1
assistant professor of Chinese
at Croft, saw damage to her
personal office.
“The construction workers
seemed to remove some bricks
inside the outer wall at the
end of last semester, which
made my office flood after a
few heavy rain showers at that
time,” Hsieh said. “The workers also blocked our window
for the construction work so
we couldn’t see outside from
our office and we couldn’t
have any sunlight.”
The damage caused by the
flooding last semester has
been repaired and the board
covering the window has been
removed.
Physical damages are not
the only problems caused by
this prolonged construction.
Many
students,
including sophomore international
studies major Emily Harral,
are finding it difficult to learn
in this stress-inducing environment.
“Last semester, we had to
move a class because the construction was loud, but the
building we moved to on campus was not conducive to the
style of class that Croft provides,” Harral said.
“This semester, I have class
in the building in the room on
the first floor, and at times it

fix every issue they come across.
They must weigh each property’s
needs with their budget and the
needs of the other properties.
HPC chairman Jim Pryor said
the commission is a product
of the Oxford Lafayette County Heritage Foundation, which
formed in the 1990s to protect
Oxford’s history. Today, the
commission is carrying out the
Heritage Foundation’s goals of
education and preservation.
“We offer at these sites information on one of Mississippi’s greatest statesmen, African
American history and a mansion
from the 1880s,” Pryor said.
Last month, the commission
took the Burns Belfry Museum as a new property under its
care. The museum’s popularity
is hoped to bring more attention
to the commission and more
revenue to the city. Operated
daily by volunteers, the museum represents the community-strengthening mission of the
HPC.
With the help of the Historic
Properties Commission, Skipwith Cottage recently moved
across town to a new location
near the skate park. Chairman
Pryor said the cottage is under
transformation into a visitor’s
center with information on all of
the history Oxford has to offer.
is loud and then it is difficult
to hear my professor.”
Harral also said many students were negatively affected
by being restricted from access to the porch of the building.
“Many students have lost
their place to study since they
have not had the porch open
and were unable to have tailgates during football season
because the construction had
closed the porch,” Harral said.
According to Gispen, the
end of the building’s construction is in sight. The new completion date for the undertaking is projected for the near
future.
“The rebuilding of the southeast wall should take about 6
weeks, I am told. The tearing
down of the old one should be
finished soon, after which the
building phase can start,” Gispen said.
“Even if we won’t make the
dates that I’m hoping for, we
can see the light at the end of
the tunnel.”
If they are able to stick to
schedule, Gispen said she
hopes that they might be able
to finish the building before
commencement.
“All in all, it’s been a rather
small price to pay considering
the long-term benefit for the
Croft Institute and the University,” Gispen said.
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TOWN HALL

continued from page 1
a way to get involved and get
out of their comfort zone,” she
said.
Miscevic said the ASB Inclusion and Cross Cultural
Engagement Committee tried
to organize events to promote
and improve the relationship
between international and
domestic students last semester, but were unsuccessful.
“We wanted to hear directly from the international students about the problems and
concerns they have and the
events they want to have, not
just what we as an organization are thinking,” Miscevic
said.
Miscevic said Ole Miss is a
difficult place to adapt to as
an international student.
“If it wasn’t, we wouldn’t
be making this event and we
wouldn’t be concerned about
everything that’s happening
with international students,”
Miscevic said.
Nguyen, an international
student from Vietnam, works
as a community assistant for
the international student dormitory at Residence Hall 1.
Nguyen said she believes
the biggest reason for the separation between domestic and

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Rod Bridges speaks at a meeting designed to address problems international students have on campus.
international students is the students who socialize with
“Some students want to
differences in social life pref- international students do so study at the library on weekerences.
because they know how to nights,” Nguyen said. “They
“A lot of domestic students speak the students’ first lan- have no ride there or back to
go to the bars and the interna- guage.
their apartment.”
tional students like to cook, or
“If a domestic student is a
Nguyen spent her freshread books and do their own Chinese major then they are man year living in Crosby
thing within their culture,” going to hang out with Chi- Hall, which she said she speNguyen said.
nese students,” Nguyen said.
cifically chose because it was
Nguyen said international
Nguyen suggests having all not where all the internationstudents tend to socialize with international students live on al students typically live on
other students from their own campus would help to break campus.
country, making it difficult the barrier between them and
“I came here with a perfor them to make connections the domestic students, as well spective to learn about the
with the domestic students on as solve transportation prob- culture and hang out with stucampus.
lems caused by limitations of dents from other countries,”
Nguyen said most domestic the bus system.
Nguyen said. “You have to

come here with a goal to make
friends with the domestic students.”
Rod Bridges, Associated
Student Body president, moderated the event.
Bridges said there is a lack
of communication between
the international and domestic students, staff and administrators on campus.
“It’s going to be our focus
to work with these different
groups that were represented
today to make sure that international students are getting plugged into everything
the University has to offer,”
Bridges said.
Bridges said he believes the
discussion gave those in attendance great talking points
to enhance future international students’ experiences.
“This shows that we have
a lot of work to do, as far as
making sure the international
students feel engaged with the
University,” Bridges said.
Bridges said he thinks a lack
of communication occurs at a
lot of different campuses, not
just Ole Miss.
“Understanding
culture,
understanding history and
our place in context might be
difficult to translate to someone not familiar with this region or this culture,” Bridges
said.

COURTESY: WILLIAM H. KELLY III, THE BLUE & WHITE FLASH
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

Student Government Association President Rashad Moore and Miss Jackson State University Charence Higgins stand with former
President Bill Clinton as he prepares to speak at the Jackson State University Student Center on Thursday. Clinton is campaigning
in the state for his wife, Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton. In his JSU speech, he addressed many issues, including
college debt, the incarceration rate and the Flint, Michigan, water crisis.

PRIMARY

continued from page 1
included campaigning in Tupelo last August.
Other Republican candidates such as Marco Rubio

and John Kasich have visited the state in search of supporters as well.
Rubio was in Jackson
Tuesday.
While neither Hillary Clinton nor Bernie Sanders has
visited the Magnolia State,
former President Bill Clinton
campaigned for his wife in

Jackson yesterday.
Mississippi has supported
Republicans for president in
every election since 1976.
Mississippi’s six electoral votes will be up for grabs
when polls open 7 a.m. Tuesday.

36453

NewsWatch
Monday - Friday 5 pm
Channel 12

The 30-minute show is the ONLY LOCAL
television newscast generating news directly to
and for Ole Miss, Oxford, and Lafayette County.

Rebroadcast at 10 pm
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Mississippi

COMBINING POEMS AND PHOTOS TO REPRESENT A COMPLEX SOCIAL LANDSCAPE

AUDREY HALL

alhall3@go.olemiss.edu

Mississippi is a beautiful
state, blessed with dense forests and winding rivers. But
Mississippi is also a state with
a history of poverty, racial
injustice and environmental damage. Nature has always been an important part
of Mississippi’s culture, and
this month, the University of
Mississippi is celebrating that
relationship with a poem and
photography exhibit, “Mississippi,” in Barnard Observatory’s Gammill Gallery. Poems
from the University’s own
Ann Fisher-Wirth and photos
by Mississippi-born photographer Maude Schuyler Clay
stand side-by-side, portraying
the nature and history of Mississippi as a place of enduring
wonder and trials.
It was Clay’s suggestion that
she and Fisher-Wirth might
collaborate.
“It was Ann’s idea that I
send her a few of my photographs that might inspire her
to write some poems,” Clay
said. “I sent a rather random group of images and she
picked the ones she wanted to
write poems about.”
The images are borne out
of the Mississippi Delta,

where Clay finds inspiration
for her photography. Clay,
whose family has been living
in Sumner, Mississippi for
five generations, moved to
New York City after attending school at Ole Miss and the
Memphis Academy of Arts.
She was eventually drawn
back to Mississippi, however,
to raise a family.
“Even when living away all
those years, my serious work
was always done on trips back
to the Mississippi Delta,” Clay
said.
Fisher-Wirth said she agrees
on the importance of place in
this collaborative effort. “Mississippi” features poems only
a page long, but they remain
emblematic of nature and the
problem of environmental decay.
“These poems are about the
environmental history of this
place,” she said. “They pay
homage to the natural beauty
of Mississippi and to the environmental decay that Mississippi has suffered. They’re
fragmentary, with lots of
white space, very experimental and non-conventional. I
think they form a recognizable narrative, which fits the
photography nicely.”
Fisher-Wirth said the poems are inspired by the photos.

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

“The poems are in voices,”
Fisher-Wirth said. “They do
not describe the photographs
or represent them directly;
rather, the voices came to me

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

through my contact with the
photographs. They are not
about me, but the aspects of
my experience and of the lives
I have encountered during
the 28 years I have lived in
Mississippi are embedded
throughout them. There’s one
about a young mother, for instance — she isn’t me, but she
comes to life through my own
past experience.”
When talking about specific photographs and poems of
which they are most proud,
Fisher-Wirth and Clay agreed
that those involving Emmett
Till speak most poignantly.
“I really like them all, but I
have to say the ones about the
murderers of Emmett Till really hit home,” Clay said.
“There is a lot of dark history here in Mississippi, and
it is believed that the Emmett
Till lynching kicked off the
Civil Rights Movement.”
Fisher-Wirth, too, felt this
was an important part of the
exhibit.
“My poems focus on people
of all backgrounds: rich and
poor, old and young, African
American and white, male and
female, conservative and liberal, funny and heart-breaking,” said Fisher-Wirth.
“The poems aren’t all political, but Civil Rights and ongoing racial issues play an im-

portant part in the sequence.”
A poem and photography
collaboration focusing on the
history and ecology of Mississippi is certainly a new idea,
one that Fisher-Wirth and
Clay have embraced.
“The collaboration of images and words has always intrigued me,” Clay said.
“I don’t know that this combining of photos and words
has been done before, beyond
the late C. D Wright’s poems
and Deborah Luster’s photographs. If there is a message
it could be ‘Take a moment
and look at the connections
between words and pictures.’
With all the social media hurrying us along in this age, it’s
important to make these connections.”
“Mississippi” promises a
deeper perspective on the
state we know, one deriving
both from nature and from
art.
The exhibit opened Tuesday, March 1, and is open to
the public. Fisher-Wirth and
Clay will also host a Brown
Bag reading, presentation and
reception at 1 p.m. Wednesday, March 9 in Barnard Observatory.

lifestyles
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Rock Eupora

AT PROUD LARRY’S
my surroundings when I was
writing the album, and Eupora’s right down the road. It
just felt right.”
Waller has lived in Nashville for two years now. He
spent the first year at Belmont University, studying for
an MBA in music business.
Now, he puts that degree to
use as he grows as a musical
act.
He’s been touring for most
of February, playing shows
he’s booked himself, and he
plans to continue touring into
the spring.
Waller records, writes and
manages his own music.
Catch Rock Eupora with
The Red Thangs 9 p.m. tonight at Proud Larry’s.

ZOE MCDONALD

zkmcdona@go.olemiss.edu

As soon as Clayton Waller
graduated college and released his first album, he went
to summer camp.
He had just released
“Blanks” under his music
moniker, Rock Eupora; for
the next three months, Waller
worked as a head counselor at
Alpine Camp for Boys. With
no technology and an allotted
amount of free time every day,
he began work on his second
album.
“I thought I would regret
the decision to be gone for
three months and kind of lose
momentum, but actually, I
had some downtime everyday,
an off period where everything was slow,” Waller said.
“I would try to write everyday,
and it kind of gave a structure
to the madness. When it was
all said and done, I had like 23
songs.”
Waller continued writing
into the fall. That winter, he
recorded all 23 songs. Last
month, Waller released his
12-track album, “Soon the
Sun Will Come.”
One can almost hear the
sounds and heat of summer
permeating from the pop rock
album. Waller, however, said
the album reflects the ideas of
springtime — change, transitions, growth — more so than
any other season. This is apparent in the bright, colorful painting by Oxford native
Theora Hamblett that Waller
chose to use as the cover.
“I love her art,” Waller said.
“She’s one of my favorite artists. That painting was in my
grandparents’ house in Jackson growing up. It’s always
struck a chord with me.”

The painting now hangs in
Waller’s parents’ house, and
when Waller decided he wanted a piece of art for the cover
of “Soon the Sun Will Come,”
he said he thought of it instantly.
“The artwork shows colorful
trees and children, and it kind
of reflects the theme of the album: growing up, changing of
time. A lot of that plays into
how the album feels and the
themes in it.”
Though Waller grew up
learning piano and cultivating his own musical ear with
the support of his parents, he
didn’t want to pursue music
as a career until he was about
halfway through with his undergraduate degree at Mississippi State University.
In a bit of foreshadowing,
Waller met the two members

of his first band, Wolf Cove,
his first year at Alpine Camp.
They began performing covers around Starkville. Soon,
Waller suggested they take
the next step.
“I was like, ‘Hey, we need to
do some original stuff and record.’ And that’s the first time
I kind of dipped my toes in recording,” Waller said. “So, we
recorded our first EP with Garage Band, which was a total
nightmare.
But after it was all said and
done, and we had music, it
felt like it was what I wanted
to do.
I had never felt so in my element. It was just amazing to
have a piece of music that was
original, that we did and we
played live.
Recording and performing,
I just fell in love with it.”

COURTESY: ROCKEUPORA.COM

The name Rock Eupora
came from a combination of
influences — the irony of pursuing rock-n-roll, the tendency we have to take home with
us when we go, and, Waller
said, “rocking the boat.”
“Eupora’s only 20 minutes outside of Starkville,
and I thought it’d be cool to
take something from my surrounding environment, like
where the music started for
me,” Waller said.
“And I feel like I
was indirectly influenced
by
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The unsung hero of Rebel baseball: the bullpen
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Wyatt Short pitches during a game in the 2014 College World Series.
nozzi, has thrown 6.2 innings in need of solid bullpen perof relief during the mid-week formances and got them.
and only surrendered two
Then, this past weekend, the
runs. Pagnozzi also recorded Rebel bullpen came in clutch
2.1 innings of scoreless relief again.
against Florida International
With Brady Bramlett not
opening weekend.
going past the fifth inning afAs solid as the Rebel bullpen ter accumulating a high pitch
has been during the mid-week count, the Rebels needed to
contests, they’ve been really piece together four more insharp on the weekends as well. nings to get the series openDuring the first weekend ing victory against the highseries against Florida Interna- ly-ranked Cardinals. They did
tional, the Rebels bullpen gave just that, getting the twelve
up only three runs over 13.1 remaining outs and only surinnings— good for a 1.45 ERA. rendering one earned run.
With the starting pitching Wyatt Short recorded the save
not going past the five-inning on the night going 1.2 innings
mark against the Panthers, to close out the Cardinals.
the Rebels found themselves
After falling 4-0 last Satur-
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The Ole Miss baseball team
is 6-1 on the season and
ranked No. 17 in the country
by D1baseball. Ole Miss has
garnered weekend series wins
over No. 2 Louisville and Florida International University
along with midweek victories over Arkansas State and
Memphis.
The Ole Miss bullpen has
been dominant over the
course of the season, keeping
the Rebels in the ball games
when the starters were either
ineffective or had to be pulled
due to pitch count.
Ole Miss has kept themselves in the previous two midweek games with phenomenal
pitching from the bullpen af-

day to the Cardinals despite
a great outing from starting
pitcher Chad Smith, the Rebels found themselves needing
bullpen help again.
Sean Johnson pitched well,
only surrendering two runs in
the first inning. The bullpen,
however, sealed the deal again
for the Rebels.
David Parkinson was masterful coming in for Johnson,
going 1.2 innings and hand the
ball off to Will Stokes and Wyatt Short. After Stokes gave up
a base hit the Rebels had the
luxury of handing the ball to
Short again, and he did what
he does in shutting down the
Cardinals to give the Rebels
the series victory.
Short has pitched 5.1 innings this season and hasn’t
given up a run. The junior
pitcher was able to record
five out saves twice this previous weekend, which is a good
sign for the Rebels that he can
pitch on multiple days during
the weekend for an extended
period of time. Short over his
career has a 1.78 ERA with 16
saves.
Parkinson has been a solid bullpen arm for the Rebels. He’s gone six innings and
only given up one earned run.
Parkinson is a key cog for the
Rebels, as he and Short are
the only left-handed options
that have seen extended periods of time so far this season.
The Rebels’ bullpen strength
will be key for them as they
move toward SEC play. If Ole
Miss can consistently shut
down games after taking a
sixth inning lead, they’ll be
tough to beat come SEC play.
The Rebels’ run to Omaha in
2014 was fueled by solid bullpen pitchers, including Aaron
Greenwood, Scott Weathersby, Josh Laxer, Jeremy Massie
and the aforementioned Short.

5
4
7
1
2
3
9
6

thedmsports@gmail.com

ter falling down early in each
respective contest. The Rebel
bullpen has a .75 ERA over the
first two midweek games.
In the first mid-week contest, James McArthur was
pulled after giving up two runs
in three innings. The bullpen
gapped it until the rest of the
game only giving up one run
on three hits.
In the second mid-week
contest, McArthur struggled,
unable to get out of the third
inning. The freshman gave up
five runs and only recorded
seven outs. Once again, the
Rebel bullpen bridged it to the
end, only giving up two earned
runs over 6.2 innings.
A consistent relief arm
during the midweek has been
freshmen pitcher Andy Pagnozzi. Pagnozzi, the son of former major leaguer Tom Pag-

9 7
2 6
4 9
6 8
5 3
7 2
8 5
1 4

COLLIN BRISTER
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Freeze, Rebels ready to embark on spring journey
CODY THOMASON

Csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

Only two months have passed
since Ole Miss closed out their
season with a 48-20 Sugar Bowl
victory, but as the Rebels get further into spring practice, it’s clear
there will be some big changes in
this year’s team.
Record-breaking quarterback
Chad Kelly returns for his senior
season with the Rebels, but gone
are former five-star prospects and
future first round draft pics Laremy Tunsil, Laquon Treadwell and
Robert Nkemdiche.
Last month, the Rebels brought
in the fifth-ranked recruiting
class in the nation, according to
Scout.com, and several players
from that class are already enrolled and participating in spring
practice.
The biggest miss for the Rebels on signing day, however, was
at the linebacker position; they
graduated three linebackers and
were unable to reel in several of
their top targets.
Head coach Hugh Freeze was
able to add some late additions to
the class that will add much needed depth to the linebacking corps.

36410
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Coach Hugh Freeze talks to the media during a press conference on Thursday.
“Yesterday we got Rommel Mageo from Oregon State. He’s going
to be a graduate transfer,” Freeze
said. “Today we signed Detric

Bing-Dukes out of Iowa Western,
a Georgia transfer. We’re really
excited about that those two additions for us.”

Mageo led Oregon State in
tackles last season; Bing-Dukes
was on his way to Middle Tennessee State, but after staying
in junior college to complete the
credits he needed for transfer, he
was persuaded by Ole Miss to join
the Rebels.
“I expect Rommel and Detric to
come in and compete right away
for the mike-linebacker spot,”
Freeze said. “Rommel, we obviously are getting a guy that’s a
veteran, a guy that’s played three
years of major college football in
a power five conference. That guy
plays hard, plays physical. He’s
got the stats. We feel like he may
be the guy. I don’t know that for
sure. He’s got to come in and earn
it like everyone else, and you guys
know that’s a place we need help.”
Freeze was open to adding even
more players to the class.
“Recruiting never ends, as you
know. So we’re constantly looking,” Freeze said. “We’ve got a
couple of other guys that we’re
looking at.”
There’s also a competition to
see who will be the punt and kick
returner next season.
“(Redshirt freshman cornerback) Jalen Julius has a really
good shot at doing some of that,

(senior corner) Tony Bridges, (senior corner) Carlos Davis and (junior receiver) Markell Pack were
the four that were back there,”
Freeze said. “We signed (receiver) Tre Nixon who I really think is
phenomenal at some of that.”
The biggest place Freeze wanted to improve on was, once again,
the offensive line.
“It seems that’s probably going
to constantly be a question mark
year to year,” Freeze said. “If you
look nationally, I think that is
probably the hardest position to
make sure, if you’re good at that
spot, you’ve got a really good
chance.”
Freeze said he felt, with the talent level in the SEC, either team
would have a chance at winning
every game. He said he thought
one area in particular could give
his team a big boost in these
games next season.
“One of the deciding factors
when you take out all the turnovers and deciding factors is
chemistry,” Freeze said. “That’s
one of the great things about
spring ball. I believe it can help
start laying the foundation of who
your team is going be.”
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JOHNSON

continued from page 12
three-month mark came, and
Johnson began doing upper
body workouts. At four months,
he was throwing again at 45
feet. Six weeks later, Johnson
was throwing at 150 feet.
“The big thing was that a lot
of people have hiccups during
the process and have to take a
week or so off,” he said. “I didn’t
have any time off during throwing, except for maybe four or
five days.”
At the six-month mark, he
threw 15 pitches on a mound,
which doesn’t sound like much
but in actuality was quite a
feat. Two months later he threw
90 pitches, 60 at full speed. He
then threw live ball action for
two weeks, which seemed unheard of nine months before.
“Coach (Bianco) was very
impressed because I had command of all four of my pitches,
and my velocity was 90-92 and
I hit 93,” Johnson said.
Then the moment finally
came; on February 21 2016, the
one-year anniversary of his injury, Johnson threw on his powder blue number 33 jersey and
ran out to the mound to start for
Ole Miss.
“I had some jitters out there,
I’m not going to lie,” he said.
He reached back and delivered an 88 MPH strike. Less
than one year from his injury,
he was finally back.
“I was just happy to be out
there,” Johnson said. “I was just
happy that I was able to come
this far and just ‘Wow, I’m really doing this.’”

Atheltic Trainer Josh Porter and pitcher Sean Johnson stand together for a picture showing off Sean’s scar from Tommy John surgery.
All of the rehab, and workouts
and tedious 45-foot throwing
sessions had paid off. He didn’t
get here alone, and credits team
trainer Josh Porter for helping
him get to this point.
“Josh Porter is really the man
that helped me get through it
all. He was with me every single
day, pushing me harder than I
could push myself.” Johnson
said. “I’m very fortunate to have

the best trainer in the country
on my side.”
Johnson is back, and that
impact he so badly desired to
make in 2016 is already being
felt. He’s 2-0, and just earned
a win against then-secondranked Louisville, securing the
series for the Rebels.
“That’s just who he is, just
competing every day,” sophomore first baseman Will Golsan

said of Johnson.
As Johnson’s success continues to grow, he said he can’t
help but see what that injury
brought out of him— and what
he learned about himself.
“Honestly, it showed how bad
I wanted to play baseball,” he
said. “Just sitting out and having to watch for an entire year,
it really eats inside of you. You
want to get back out there. I
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201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503
APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH townhouse with W/D included. No pets. 1
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit
and references required. Call (662)2340000

MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA apartments
with all appliances, W/D, fitness room
and swimming pool. $600 per person
includes cable, internet, water, sewer
services. Walking distance to campus!
(662)816-8800 www.mollybarrtrails.com

THE PARK AT OXFORD now leasing.
2BR/1BA condo with all appliances,
W/D, pool, fitness room. $925 per month
including cable, internet, water, sewer
services. Close to campus! (662)8164293 www.theparkatoxford.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM/2 BATH Large yard.
Quiet neighborhood. (662)234-6736
(662)801-4665
TWO-STORY CONDOS- ONLY $275
per person, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, alarm, free
sewer & lawn service. No pets. Just 2.5
miles from campus. Avail Aug. 662-2346481
NEW 2 BED, 2 BATH HOMES- large
bedrooms w/ vaulted ceilings & walk-in
closets, alarm, tile floors, all appliances
included, just 1.5 miles from campus.
$425 per person 662-832-8711
STONE COVE PATIO HOMES- large 3
bedroom, 2 bth, W/D included, free lawn
service & sewer, wood grilling decks, no
pets. Quiet student area only 2.5 miles
from campus. $725 total per month. Call
662-234-6481
4 BEDROOM/3 BATH WITH DECK 2
miles from campus off Old Taylor. Available August. $2200/month. (662)8325803

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH W/LOFT. fenced
yard, 2 car garage, 2 patios, all appliances. 224 Salem $990 662-832-0117
3BR/2BA HOUSE FOR RENT One
block from campus and the square, excellent location! $800 per bedroom, plus
$1000 deposit. Call 662-816-0268
3BD/3BA $1150/MO Newer homes in
Countryview (662)816-8171

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and operated, BBB accredited www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

STUDENT JOBS
PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEEDED
for four hours during the week, approximately 1-5PM, five on weekends,
approximately 1-6PM, can have some
flexibility to work around classes. Duties
are cooking, cleaning, shopping, good
computer skills, etc. $9.50/hr. Must pass
background check. Located off South
Lamar. (662)832-6910

COURTESY: TWITTER

think It just showed my love for
the game.”
With his health back and the
injury behind him, it’s just simply about playing the game he
loves again.
“Just shut teams down. Go
out there and compete for my
team and throw strikes. I know
I have one of the best defenses
in the nation behind me,” Johnson said. “It’s just baseball. I
just get to run out there and
throw the ball and not worry
about anything. It’s kind of like
the world has been lifted off of
my shoulders.”

Listen to
Rebel Radio
TODAY!

Fiction
Friday
with
KayP
and Jac
1 - 2pm
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Returning players look to fill key positions
COLLIN BRISTER

Thedmsports@gmail.com

With the Rebels losing skill
players in Laquon Tradwell,
Jaylen Walton and Cody Core,
Ole Miss will look to a new core
of skill players to contribute consistently.
The Rebels return redshirt
junior running back Jordan
Wilkins in the backfield. Wilkins
has played routinely over the previous two seasons. The Cordova, Tennessee, native rushed for
379 yards and four touchdowns
during the 2015 season.
Wilkins shared carries in 2015
with senior Akeem Judd. Judd
came on to the scene later in the
year, rushing for 421 yards and
three touchdowns.
With Walton’s production leaving, the team will count on Judd
and Wilkins to take the brunt of
the load in the backfield.
“We’re a little different, but

I think we both can do it all,”
Wilkins said. “Judd can catch
out of the backfield, block, run
outside, inside. We can both do
it kind of all.”
While the Rebels did lose a decent number of players at the skill
positions, they do return a threeyear starter in Evan Engram at
tight end.
Engram caught 38 passes
last year for 464 yards and two
touchdowns, and is a mismatch
for safeties and linebackers down
the seam.
“I’m real confident in my game
and what I bring to the table,”
Engram said. “I feel really confident with the ball in my hands,
and I feel like good things happen
when I have the ball in my hands
for our offense.”
Although Engram had a high
number of catches from the tight
end position, head coach Hugh
Freeze said he would likely see
more passes come his way in the
2016 season.
“You’ve seen glimpses of his

Evan Engram waves to fans at Auburn last football season.
best,” Freeze said. “We need to
find ways to get him the football
more next year. Hopefully, he’ll
stay healthy and have a very solid
senior campaign.”
The Rebels return senior Chad

FILE PHOTO

Kelly at quarterback for the upcoming season, a luxury that only
one SEC West other team, LSU,
enjoys.
“Look at all the teams that have
won championships, they’ve had

super-star quarterbacks. Chad
definitely is one of those,” Engram said of Kelly.
Senior Isaac Gross missed the
2015 season with a neck injury.
Since Gross was a regular contributor for the Rebels during his
first three years in Oxford, the
Rebels will count on him to be an
anchor for the young defensive
line.
“It’s a blessing to be back out
here,” Gross said.
Gross said he’s started to
take his weight more seriously to hopefully avoid injury in
his future. Gross is listed at 240
pounds, easily the smallest defensive tackle on the team.
“I have taken my weight more
seriously,” Gross said. “The main
thing is just lifting in that weight
room.”
The Rebels will practice until
spring break, and several members of the football team will depart to Haiti for a mission trip
over the break.

Chad Kelly: ‘I really want to win an SEC championship’
CODY THOMASON

Csthoma1@Go.olemiss.edu

Last year, the biggest story
of spring practice was who
would be the new quarterback
for the Rebels. Ryan Buchanan and DeVante Kincade had
been on campus for two years,
but junior college transfer
Chad Kelly entered as a challenger and eventually won
the job, breaking several single-season passing records in
his first season with the Rebels.
There was a time when
there was worry over whether Kelly would ever join the
team, and whether he would
handle himself responsibly off
the field if he did, since Kelly
had been arrested in Buffalo,
New York shortly after signing with Ole Miss in 2014.
One year later, Kelly has
emerged as one of the leaders
on a Rebels team that’s coming off a Sugar Bowl victory
and hoping for bigger things
in the next campaign.
Head coach Hugh Freeze
said he was proud of Kelly’s
progress since he joined the
Rebels.
“I believe in the nature of
kids and giving kids second
chances,” Freeze said. “Obviously, I did with Chad. Was
it a concern that he could do
something that could bring
embarrassment? Of course,
but I have that concern with
every kid that we sign typically because they’re kids.”

Quarterback Chad Kelly addresses the media during the spring press conference on Thursday.
Since
ford, he
ble and
on and

Kelly arrived in Oxhas kept free of troubeen a model citizen
off the field for the

Rebels.
“I couldn’t be more pleased
with what Chad has done on
the field and off the field,”

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Freeze continued. “He just
continues to seek the type of
man he wants to be known.
We refer to that as rewriting

his story or writing the end of
your story.”
Freeze spoke with Kelly yesterday, his leadership one of
the main topics of discussion.
As a quarterback, Kelly is
looked at for leadership of the
team.            
On the field, Kelly said he
feels he’s improved since he
began his career at Ole Miss.
Kelly had a special year in
2015 and is looking to repeat
that during 2016.
“I’m definitely a lot more
confident from the first game
to the last game,” Kelly said.
“I feel like I can see the whole
field, I can go through my
first to fifth progression just
like that, and that’s just getting used to the offense, understanding what coaches are
going to call in certain situations, and just getting more
familiar with the players and
how they run certain routes.”
There was some talk about
the chance of Kelly trying to
go pro after his junior year,
but Kelly quickly decided he
was coming back to Ole Miss
for his final season.
“It wasn’t a tough decision
at all because I really want
to win an SEC championship
and a national championship,” Kelly said.
“That’s our main goal, that’s
the whole team’s goal. We really feel like we can do that.”
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Sean Johnson returns to field after injury
BRIAN RIPPEE

thedmsports@gmail.com

A year ago today, Sean Johnson was confined to his couch
with a blood hose coming out of
his elbow and his arm wrapped
up in gauze, stabilized by a
sling. It was not an ideal place
for a guy expected to anchor the
back end of the Ole Miss weekend rotation in 2015. Johnson
was a day removed from the
most significant elbow operation a baseball player can have:
Tommy John surgery.
Tommy John surgery is every
pitcher’s worst nightmare. It
involves replacing the ulnar collateral ligament in the patient’s
elbow with another tendon extracted elsewhere in the body.
It is risky. Damage to the ulnar nerve can cause permanent
nerve issues in the elbow. Some
pitchers come back stronger
from it, some come back and
re-aggravate it, and some never
come back at all. You just never
really know.
“You can’t really think like
that,” Johnson said. “You have
to expect the best.”
Johnson was on a journey that
had led him to this very couch
in his apartment in Oxford. It
was the lowest moment of his
baseball career, and yet he had
traveled so far just to get there.
A Durango, Colorado, native,
Johnson grew up with a different favorite sport.
“I was a hockey player growing up,” Johnson said. “I didn’t
know I was going to play baseball until my senior year.”
After playing shortstop, pitching and batting .440 his senior
year, Johnson determined that
baseball was his future. He lettered two years at Iowa Western
Community College, where he
won a national championship in
2014, going 10-1 with 88 strikeouts and 16 walks.
After his two years in Iowa, it
came time for Johnson to find a

different place to play baseball.
He received offers from Louisville, Oklahoma and Ole Miss,
among others— but after taking
a visit, his mind was made up.
He was coming to Oxford.
“My parents were really surprised I didn’t go to Oklahoma.
I was born and raised a Sooners
fan,” Johnson said, laughing.
“But when I came down to Ole
Miss and saw the atmosphere,
saw the football game, and saw
what it was all about down here,
I couldn’t say no.”
Ole Miss was coming off its
most successful season in 42
years, one that ended with a
trip to Omaha, and there was
an opening in the weekend rotation.
As he went through fall and
winter ball, everyone expected
Johnson to compete and land
one of the Rebels’ weekend rotation spots. As the season got
closer, he noticed some tightness in his right arm.
“We thought it was tendonitis in the forearm.
It was lower elbow,”
Johnson
said.
“Some of my mechanics changed
and things weren’t
feeling right.”
As a precautionary measure, coach Mike Bianco
chose not to start Johnson
on opening weekend, and
instead pitch him an inning
of relief to see where his
arm was physically.
“I think I had so much
adrenaline going I didn’t
really feel it out there,” Johnson
said of the outing.
But when he came out of the
game, that adrenaline faded,
and as he went down to the
bullpen to throw some more, he
knew it was something worse.
“I was throwing to Henri
(Lartigue), and I couldn’t even
get the ball to him it hurt so
bad,” he said.
An MRI later that week confirmed his fear. Johnson’s ulnar

collateral ligament was partially
torn, and surgery was needed.
Johnson called Dr. James Andrews and on March 3, 2015,
Johnson underwent surgery to

repair the torn ligament in his
elbow.
So, there he was. Two weeks
removed from being on the
mound, Johnson was stuck on
his couch, unable to
pitch and his future
uncertain.
“It was really
hard to watch, it
really was,” Johnson said. “I knew I
was supposed to be
out there winning
games for us, but I

couldn’t.”
That day also marked a new
beginning— the start of his rehab and journey back to the
mound, where he feverishly desired to be.
“All I knew is that I had to
work my ass off,” Johnson said.
“It just added drive to my work
ethic. It made want to work
harder to come back and really
make an impact this year.”
The rehab began. He started
from square one – regaining full
range of motion in his arm – a
process that usually takes four
weeks. Johnson completed it in
two. Next came strengthening,
legs three times a week. The
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